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R OCKWELL COLLINS IS ADDING
 touch-screen capability to its 
Pro Line Fusion integrated flight 

deck in a scalable architecture permit-
ting the displays’ inclusion in any num-
ber of future installations. The Fusion 
platform has already been selected for a 
number of new and upgraded models, 
including the Bombardier Global 5000 
and 6000, the Learjet 85 and the Em-
braer Legacy 500 and 450, along with 
a number of regional airliners. 

The system makes use of innova-
tive touch screens that bear no specific 
name but add a great deal of what 
Collins calls “eyes-forward” capability. 
Instead of pilots being heads-down 

entering data in the pedestal-mounted 
FMS or tuning units, they can make 
all of their inputs with eyes on the 
PFD or MFD. All data can also con-
tinue to be manipulated with knobs or 
buttons or via a cursor control device, 
as before. 

Pilots will also be able to eas-
ily modify the layout of the PFD or 
MFD. On the PFD, for example, two 
screen touches will bring up an en-
hanced-vision inset display in the cen-
ter of the screen. Crews will also have 
the ability to modify flight-plan routes 
by touching the display and dragging 
the course line to a new waypoint, a 
feature known as “rubber-banding.”

While several avionics manufactur-
ers including Garmin, Honeywell and 
Avidyne have announced avionics with 
touch-screen capability, this is the first 
time an avionics maker has said it will 
bring the technology directly to the 
flight displays. While it’s a notable 
first, it’s probably only a matter of time 
before competitors follow suit. 

Certification of the Rockwell Col-
lins touch screens is expected next 
year. The Cedar Rapids, Iowa, avionics 
maker has yet to name the launch cus-
tomer or airplane, but an announce-
ment is likely to come at the National 
Business Aviation Association Conven-
tion in October.  — STEPHEN POPE

Rockwell Collins Touch Screens
Pro Line Fusion FMS entries can be made on the PFD and MFD.

FLY ING NEWS &  NOTES  /  ED ITED BY  P IA  BERGQVIST

A I R W A Y S

FLY1011_Airways.indd   17 8/26/11   4:00:12 PM

JANUARY
Emphasis: Flight Training Today
Turbine: Pilatus PC-12: Should Biz Flying Be This Much Fun? 
Training: Inside the Future of Training with FlightSafety 
Technique: Winter Cross Country Worries Allayed  
Regulation/Technique: Innovating in Instruction
 
Ad Close..........................................11/2/11
Materials Due...................................11/8/11
On Sale............................................. 12/20/11

FEBRUARY
Emphasis: New Technology Aircraft
Turbine: Quest Kodiak  
Rotor: V22 Osprey  
Avionics/Technology: Aspen Displays  
Weather/Training: IFR Written  
Regulation/Technique: Ups and Downs of Next Gen Jets 

Ad Close........................................11/28/11
Materials Due...................................12/1/11
On Sale............................................... 1/17/12

> Bonus Distribution: Sun ‘n Fun, National Business  
Aviation Regional Forum

 
March
Emphasis: Owner Flown
Aftermarket: Good Old Mooneys  
Turbine: Cessna Mustang II
Avionics/Technology: Avidyne MFDs 
 
Ad Close........................................12/28/11
Materials Due.................................... 1/5/12
On Sale............................................... 2/21/12

> Marketplace Special Issue: College & University Guide 
> Bonus Distribution: Heli-Expo, Aviation Industry 
Expo, Women in Aviation International, Asian Business 
Aviation Conf. & Exhibition, Sun ‘n Fun

April
Emphasis: Electronics Revolution
Piston: Bonanza G36  
Turbine: Honda Jet
Avionics/Technology: Downside of the Wired Cockpit 
Weather/Training: Crosswind Crisitunity

Ad Close........................................... 2/1/12
Materials Due.................................... 2/9/12
On Sale............................................... 3/27/12

> Bonus Distribution: Sun ‘n Fun, Aero Friedrichshafen, 
Aircraft Electronic Association Convention

MAY
Emphasis: Upgrading Expectations
Piston: Piper Matrix 
Rotor: Eurocopter 
Avionics/Technology: 5 Panel Upgrades You Need Now 
Regulation/Technique: Fly VFR Like IFR

Ad Close..........................................2/29/12
Materials Due.................................... 3/8/12
On Sale............................................... 4/24/12

> Marketplace Special Issue: Father’s Day Guide
> Bonus Distribution: National Business Aviation  
Regional Forum, European Business Aviation Convention 
& Exhibition, EAA AirVenture

June
Emphasis: Executive Decisions
Aftermarket: High-End Used Pistons  
Turbine: Midsize Monster: Gulfstream G250
Technology: Bio Fuels: Where are we, where are we going?
Weather/Training: Pass that Checkride!

Ad Close........................................... 4/4/12
Materials Due...................................4/12/12
On Sale............................................... 5/29/12

> Bonus Distribution: National Business Aviation  
Regional Forum, EAA AirVenture

July
Emphasis: Learn to Fly Differently
Training: Learning to Fly: Costs and Tips 
Turbine: Piaggio Avanti 
Avionics/Technology: Ten Best iPad Apps 
Technique: Turn off your Autopilot

Ad Close........................................... 5/2/12
Materials Due...................................5/10/12
On Sale............................................... 6/26/12

> Marketplace Special Issue: Fly-in Community Guide
> Bonus Distribution: EAA AirVenture 

August
Emphasis: Forever Flying
Piston: Mr. Maule’s Taildraggers 
Rotor: Robinson R44 
Training: Taildragger Myths 
Regulation/Technique: Fly Longer through the Decades

Ad Close..........................................5/30/12
Materials Due.................................... 6/7/12
On Sale............................................... 7/24/12

> Marketplace Special Issue: LSA Guide
> Bonus Distribution: EAA AirVenture, Latin American 
Business Aviation Conference & Exhibition 

September
Emphasis: Aftermarket Gems
Piston/Aftermarket: Cessna Corvalis TTs
Turbine: Cabin Class Twins Reborn 
Avionics/Technology: Flat Panels
Regulation/Technique: Getting Beyond Flight Anxiety
 
Ad Close..........................................6/27/12
Materials Due.................................... 7/5/12
On Sale............................................... 8/21/12

October
Emphasis: AirVenture Edition
Piston/LSA: FlightDesign: 4 Seater Perfected?
Historic/Trends: EAA AirVenture Photo Coverage
Technique: Strategies for Buying your First Airplane

Ad Close........................................... 8/1/12
Materials Due.................................... 8/9/12
On Sale............................................... 9/25/12

> Marketplace Special Issue: College & University Guide
> Bonus Distribution: National Business Aviation 
Regional Forum

November
Emphasis: BizAv Bonanza
Turbine: Globetrotting Gulfstream 650 
Rotor: Helo Rating
Historic/Trends: Affordable Classics: 5 you can Buy  
Training: Confessions from the Pros
 
Ad Close..........................................8/29/12
Materials Due.................................... 9/6/12
On Sale............................................. 10/23/12

> Marketplace Special Issue: Holiday Gift Guide
> Bonus Distribution: National Business Aviation  
Association Show, Aircraft Owners and Pilots  
Association Summit

December
Emphasis: Winter Adventures
Avionics/Technology: Think Like the Weather
Historic/Trends: Flying at the Edge of the World
Training: Master the Mic & Get Your Way
Aftermarket/Other: Gift Guide
 
Ad Close..........................................9/26/12
Materials Due...................................10/4/12
On Sale............................................. 11/20/12

* Editorial calendar is subject to change.
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