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Dave has traveled the world’s oceans dur-
ing his 18-year history with the magazine, 
conveying the beauty and excitement of 
big-game fi shing through his writing and 
photography. 

He left his position at 
�����
������  maga-
zine 10 years ago to focus his attention on 
	�����  full time, and although he still likes 
to chase the odd snook or redfi sh in the 
skinny water, his true love lies in the pursuit 
of blue-water big game.
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Capt. Peter B. Wright is a world-renowned 
angler, captain, journalist, scientist, conser-
vationist and consultant. He is best known 
for his ability to catch big fi sh, for he is the 
man who has caught more marlin exceed-
ing 1,000 pounds than anyone in history. In 
a career spanning fi ve decades, Peter has 
captured 77 granders and released count-
less others. Included in that elite group are 
a 1,442-pound black marlin from 1973 that 
remains the largest ever weighed in Aus-
tralia and the IGFA men’s 80-pound black 
marlin record of 1,323 pounds that still 
stands after 30 years.  

From his science training, time on the wa-
ter and constant research, Peter Wright 
has accumulated an astonishing amount 
of knowledge that he’s always willing to 
share. He’s passionate about billfi sh, tuna 
management and tag-and-release, and 
was instrumental in the implementation of 
archival pop-off tags and circle hooks. His 
remarkable achievements and a life dedi-
cated to angling led to his induction into 
the IGFA Fishing Hall of Fame in 2007.

MarlIn
UnIVErsItY
offers a comprehensive fi shing adventure designed to teach students basic 
through advanced, heavy- and light-tackle skills. Whether you’re a fi rst-time 
angler, a weekend warrior or a licensed captain who desires to perfect your 
knowledge, Marlin University will teach you the intricacies of catching and 
releasing some of the most awe-inspiring fi sh in the sea.

Each student gets four days of hands-on blue-water instruction using 
professional-level fi shing gear on modern sport-fi shing boats. Some of the 
topics covered include tackle selection, specifi c angling skills, bait rigging and 
presentation, as well as handling and boating fi sh.

MorE tHan a VaCatIon 
More than just a fi shing vacation, Marlin University is designed to enhance and perfect your 
existing blue-water fi shing skills. Maximum teacher-to-student ratio is no more than four 
students per instructor and/or boat. Smaller class sizes ensure you the best offshore education, 
and by completing the personal profi le, you’ll be matched with students of similar skills.

all-InClUsIVE paCkaGE 
Marlin University offers an all-inclusive package that takes care of all your basic expenses 
from the moment you walk out of the airport! A Marlin University representative will 
meet you at the airport or hotel. All meals and ground transportation are provided while 
you are a student at Marlin University. Your hotel accommodations are taken care of! All 
fi shing expenses during your entire stay are provided for in your tuition. In fact, your only 
concerns are your own airline transportation to the destination, any applicable duties, 
taxes and boat tips (if desired), and personal incidental expenses.

2011 ClassEs
Costa rICa Join us in Carrillo Beach, Costa Rica for the fi rst class of the year.  
From December through April, considered 
Carrillo’s prime fi shing season, anglers fi nd 
sunny skies and fl at-calm seas. In nine years, 
we’ve never had a rough day in Costa Rica. 
Top anglers make the trip to Carrillo for 
the marlin bite, and a good supply of blue, 
striped and black marlin keep them com-
ing back. In Carrillo, you don’t have to run 
very far to fi nd the fi sh; a typical day usu-
ally means a run between 12 and 20 miles. 
It’s this variety of species that makes Carrillo 
stand out among other hot spots along Cos-
ta Rica’s rich coastline. 
www.marlinuniversity.com



GUatEMala The boats in Guate-
mala set one billfi sh record after another, 
catching 1,000, 1,500 and then more than 
2,000 billfi sh on one boat in a single year. 
With even novice anglers catching 15-20 
sails per trip, Guatemala soon became the 
place to go for those who wanted a ton of 
shots at billfi sh. The enormous numbers 

of eager Pacifi c sails soon had anglers 
who had never seen a billfi sh before pitch-
baiting like pros after their second or third 
day on the water. Getting used to seeing 
a billfi sh in the spread and knowing what 
to do next only comes through repetition, 
and that’s why Guatemala makes an excel-
lent addition to our Marlin U class sched-
ule. We plan on getting you a ton of bites 
and making you damn good in a hurry.

MaDEIra You can catch a huge blue 
marlin in Madeira, or you can troll for four 
days and not see a thing — such is the life of 
a grander hunter. Big fi sh frequent remote 
ocean islands like Madeira — Bermuda and 
Hawaii are other examples — but never in 
huge numbers. That’s why everyone hasn’t 
caught a blue weighing 1,000 pounds or 
more. But luckily, Madeira represents one 
of those magical places where, when things 

fall together just right, the largest blues 
swimming the Atlantic can be caught just 
a couple of miles offshore in near-fl at-calm 
conditions. This is a heavy-tackle session of 
Marlin University where we target big fi sh, 
not big numbers. Madeira is an incredible 
place that offers up a unique blue-water ex-
perience for those willing to gamble on the 
chance to see a 1,000-pound blue marlin. 

panaMa-tropIC star loDGE 
Often referred to as the best fi shing 
lodge in the world, Tropic Star Lodge 
offers a remote, excellent fi shing location 
with superior service. Tucked deep into 
the Darien rainforest at the back of Piñas 
Bay, Panama — you can’t reach the 
lodge by road — Tropic Star provides 
unparalleled access to the world famous 
Zane Grey Reef and its large numbers 
of hungry black marlin. In fact, Panama, 
and Tropic Star in particular, is the closest 
place to the United States that offers up 
a really good chance of catching a black 
marlin. But blacks aren’t the only game 
in town; during the late summer, a good 

showing of blue marlin move in offshore, 
giving you an excellent chance of scoring 
a nice black in the early morning on the 
reef and then heading out later in the 
day to catch a blue dog. Join us for our 
fi rst-ever trip to one of the most beautiful 
spots on the planet.

Cabo san lUCas Cabo San Lucas 
transformed itself from a sleepy fi shing 
village into one of the most exciting 
billfi shing destinations in the world by 
virtue of its incredible striped marlin 
fi shery. Cabo San Lucas billfi shing 
consists of pulling armed lures and 
pitching live baits to fi sh spotted tailing 
on the surface. Anglers use the lures to 
tease the billfi sh close to the boat so 
they can pitch a live bait. This session 
is a good option for those who want to 
learn a little about handling, rigging and 
fi shing with live baits.

sample 
      
outline

course

arrIVal DaY
Arrive destination airport. Met by Marlin
University representative for a scenic trip to 
hotel. Arrive hotel and check-in.
7:00 p.m. Meet at the Captain’s Reception

 Dinner and cocktails at the hotel
 restaurant. 

DaY 1
7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the hotel restaurant, 

assign boats and discuss course
8:00 a.m. Boats leave for day’s fi shing
4:00 p.m. Boats return
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:15 p.m. Seminar

DaY 2
7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the hotel restaurant
8:00 a.m. Boats leave for day’s fi shing
4:00 p.m. Boats return
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:15 p.m. Seminar

DaY 3 
7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the hotel restaurant
8:00 a.m. Boats leave for day’s fi shing
4:00 p.m. Boats return
6:00 p.m. Dinner
7:15 p.m. Seminar

DaY 4 GO-WITH-WHAT-YOU-KNOW
             MINI TOURNAMENT!
Choose your own method; rig your own baits; 
fi ght and wire your own fi sh!
7:00 a.m. Breakfast at the hotel restaurant
8:00 a.m. Boats leave for day’s fi shing
4:00 p.m. Boats return
7:15 p.m. Graduation ceremony and dinner

DaY 5 FINALE
5:30 a.m. Gather in lobby to catch shuttle to 
airport for morning fl ight home

YoU’ll lEarn It all

• correct tournament angling procedures
• how to correctly rig baits
• how to run lines
• various outrigger confi gurations
• correct communication techniques
• wire skills
• how to tag and release the catch  
   properly
• how to back up the angler
• how to serve as fi rst mate when required
• to perfect your fi ghting skills
• to eliminate common mistakes
• to instinctively know what to do once 
   you’ve hooked a fi sh

2011 ClassEs ContInUED

www.marlinuniversity.com


