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Spooky Spools
Ande designed its new Ghost monofilament to be sensitive, strong, 
easy to cast and nearly invisible to fish. Ande also says that Ghost 
features high abrasion resistance and superior knot strength. The 
clear line is available 
in quarter-pound 
spools of 12-, 15-, 
20-, 25-, 30-, 40- 
and 50-pound-test, 
and its suggested 
retail price is $8.89 
per spool. Call 
561-842-2474 or visit 
ande monofilament 
.com.

Making Changes
With its redesigned F115 and the introduction of 3.3-liter F200 and 
F225 mechanical outboard models, Yamaha has provided anglers more 
choices. The F115 ($11,425 to $11,495) is lighter and more fuel-efficient 
than its predecessor, Yamaha says. The new engine’s induction features 
a long-track intake system with a single throttle valve and a resonator to 
improve throttle response. The F115’s combustion chambers have also 
been reshaped to increase efficiency. The mechanical F200 ($20,530) 
and F225 ($21,850) outboards use the same powerhead that drives the 
3.3-liter V6 F250 but use mechanical control boxes rather than drive-
by-wire technology, making them more applicable to vessel owners 
looking to repower. For specs and details, call 866-894-1626 or visit 
yamahaoutboards .com.
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new products

Stay in Touch
DeLorme’s new inReach personal 
communicator uses the Iridium 
satellite network to deliver 
two-way texting and e-mail, SOS 
capabilities, remote tracking and 
an Android smartphone interface. 
The waterproof, 4.78-by-2.85-
inch unit allows anglers to stay 
connected in remote locations 
using the Iridium 9602 short-
burst data transceiver. The 
GPS-enabled inReach can be 
used alone (communicating 
with preloaded text messages 
and remote tracking) or paired 
with an Android smartphone or 
a DeLorme Earthmate PN-60w 
GPS for two-way texting. Both 
transmit SOS messages, but the 
paired unit allows ongoing dialog 
with rescuers. The unit costs 
$249.95 and should be available in 
October. Subscription plans start 
at $9.95 per month. Call 800-561-
5105 or visit delorme .com.
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wIn
one of 12 

lure packages from 
Bomber!

Enter at 
sport  fi shing mag  .com/

bomberlures

Bayou Bling
With the Who Dat Rattling 
Spinner Spoon and Weedless 
Rattling Spoon, Bomber delivers 
two shallow-running lures for 
virtually any species. The Who Dat 
spinner combines a spinnerbait 
with a weedless spoon to produce 
“shake, rattle, roll and bling,” 
Bomber says. The Who Dat rattling 
spoon comes with dual-pitch 
rattles for high- and low-frequency 
sound. Both measure 25/8 inches 
in length, weigh 7/8 ounces and 
come with a 5/0 hook. The spinner 
features a 4½-inch Colorado 
blade; the rattler comes with a 
fi sh-attracting weed guard. In 10 
vibrant colors, the Who Dats cost 
$7.99 and $8.99. Call 479-782-8971 
or visit www .bomber saltwater 
grade .com.

Lightweight Fighter
Fin-Nor says it rigorously engineered its new Inshore series of 
spinning reels to be light in weight but sturdy of frame. The 
all-metal bodies and side covers provide a tough exterior and 
watertight shell. The heat-resistant, all-carbon-fi ber MegaDrag 
system stacks inside a cold-forged aluminum spool. The Inshore 
series also comes with a rubber, no-slip braid band on every spool. 
The reels are available in four sizes for 8- to 12-pound-test mono 
or 30- to 50-pound braid. They weigh 10.3 to 13.4 ounces, off er 
a 5.2:1 gear ratio and cost $129.95. Call 800-588-9030 or visit 
 fi nnor fi shing .com.
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MORE NEW PRODUCTS
Visit our Gear section at 
sportfi shingmag.com/products.

Call It In
Garmin’s GDL 40 — the fi rst cellular marine-weather receiver on the market — brings 
weather information directly to a compatible NMEA 2000 Garmin chart plotter. The 
pay-as-you-go unit allows anglers to buy weather data when they need it by communi-
cating with nearby cellular networks to download the information from Digital Cyclone, 
a Garmin-owned weather provider. Anglers can purchase day passes by selecting “Buy 
Weather” on their chart plotters. Data includes live radar, wind speeds, sea-surface 
temperatures, wave heights and more. The GDL 40 comes with a low-profi le antenna and 
costs $299.99, which includes the activation fee. In the United States, a $9.99 annual fee 
applies, and day passes cost $4.99. Call 800-800-1020 or visit garmin .com.

The Right Touch
Raymarine’s feature-packed e7 line of 7-inch 
multifunction displays provides networking with 
up to six displays, as well as a remote system 
control and music over Bluetooth. With the e7’s 
Wi-Fi, boaters stream live video from the e7 to 

Apple mobile devices, allowing anyone aboard 
to see the display. The e7 employs Raymarine’s 

HybridTouch technology, giving users touch-screen 
and keypad control. The LightHouse user interface allows for 

customizing the MFD layout with drag-and-drop control. Several versions 
of the e7 are planned, including the standard e7 with charts ($1,839) and 
the e7D ($2,056) with built-in HD digital sonar and charts. Both feature a 
48-channel internal GPS. Call 603-881-5200 or visit raymarine .com.

SPF1011_New_Products.indd   69 7/21/11   2:38 PM

U sing a scientific approach and a dynamic mix of content, SPORT FISHING includes technical how-to articles, 
in-depth coverage of gear and its use, exciting travel/destination stories and nostalgic pieces evoking a strong 
emotional connection to the sport for hard-core saltwater-fishing enthusiasts.

game plan
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C o u n t e r i n g  W i n d 
a n d  S u r f a C e  C u r r e n t
“It’s not like in shallow water where you can motor 
up and drop on the spot,” Palladeno says. To 
compensate for wind and current at the surface, 
Palladeno stops atop his target waypoint and drifts 
for a couple of minutes, using his GPS to determine 
the boat’s set and drift. He runs back to the fishing-
location waypoint and continues past it on that 
same course. “In 300 feet of water, I’ll usually roll up 
ahead of my spot by two- or three-tenths of a mile 
before I drop. In 500 feet of water, that could be half 
a mile or more,” he says. He adjusts that distance 
based on his test drift, and he hopes to set his anchor 
with the spot still astern. “You can let a little more 
scope out to move the boat back,” Palladeno says.

C o u n t e r i n g  t h e 
C u r r e n t  d o W n  d e e p
To feel the snapper bite, Palladeno typically uses 
8-ounce leads. Anglers’ lines drift considerably 
off the spot with current, which is often quite 
different a few hundred feet below the surface. To 
compensate, Palladeno says: “When I get to my spot Ja
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ExtrEmE Anchoring
park over Fish, Even in deep Water and heavy current
ith the boat’s engines running, Capt. Travis 
Palladeno has dock lines untied by 4 a.m. to 
make the 130-mile run into the Gulf of Mexico. 
What’s the payoff for that run? “You don’t have 
to throw any fish back,” he says. “In 20 years, I’ve 
never caught an undersize red grouper or gag in 
deep water.”

Anchoring in 300- to 600-foot depths, Palladeno 
fills his fish box with 30- to 80-pound gags, 
20-pound red snapper and 10-pound scamps — all 
much larger than found in shallow water.

Whether chunking for yellowfin along the 
canyons off New England, anchoring for white 
seabass off Southern California or bottomfishing 
in the Gulf of Mexico, it’s surprisingly easy to drop 
1,800 feet of 5⁄8-inch nylon, 40 feet of 5⁄8-inch chain 
and a 45-pound Danforth anchor, and later retrieve 
that hardware without a windlass.

But the ability to allow for wind and current 
so baits drop on the fish separates success from a 
whole lot of fruitless cranking by anglers. Palladeno 
lets Game Plan readers in on his secrets, and Miami 
captain Ray Rosher adds a few tips he uses to 
anchor in extreme currents of the Gulf Stream.

W

A float ball and large 
ring make retrieving 

an anchor a snap 
from any depth.

game plan
C a p t .  V i n C e n t  d a n i e l l o
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Pocket Rockets
Ultralight Spinning reels Pack Plenty of Power
he guy who coined the phrase “don’t bring a knife to 
a gunfight” obviously wasn’t a light-tackle angler.

For thousands of fishermen worldwide, 
scaling back the gear and taking on the biggest, 
baddest fish imaginable represents the pinnacle 
of angling, the ultimate challenge. To achieve 
success, all systems must be in tiptop shape: 
Hooks must be razor sharp, lines knick-free, 
knots secured fast.

Oh, and one more thing: Your reel had better be 
up to the challenge.

Luckily for anglers, small spinning reels 
designed for saltwater use keep getting better and 
better. Propelled by innovative manufacturers, 
these reels are more like works of art these days — 
and all indications point to much more evolution 
brewing just around the corner.

A n  I n n e r  S t r e n g t h
The term “light spinning reel” is, of course, 
totally subjective and depends entirely upon the 
species you’re pursuing. For this article, we’re 
referring to reels in the 2000/3000 class, those 
that generally hold upwards of 200 yards of 8- or 
10-pound braid, and are most commonly used for 

inshore or light nearshore work.
Manufacturers have long relied on aluminum 

for building the bodies of these reels, and for good 
reason. The body, or frame, serves as the reel’s 
structural hub and must absorb the shock inflicted 
by a hard day at sea, while also protecting the reel’s 
vital inner parts.

“Aluminum is still the best material for that,” 
says Marc Mills, regional marketing manager at 
Shimano. “It maintains ultimate stabilization for 
the gears and bearings.”

Shimano’s new Stradic FJ and Sustain FG reels 
are both constructed around such a framework. So 
too is Fin-Nor’s new line of Inshore reels, says Chris 
Littau, director of saltwater brands at Zebco (parent 
company of Fin-Nor, Van Staal and Quantum).

Why have so many manufacturers avoided 
building bodies from other materials?

“We’ve found that when you put much more 
than 10 pounds of load on even higher-end 
graphite- or plastic-based reels, they really start to 
flex,” Littau says.

This flexing can occur in the frame, rotor and 
stem, and it’s the first sign of a failing reel, the 
 ultimate bugaboo to a light-tackle angler.

t

geAr guIde
M I k e  M A z u r

Abu Garcia’s new 
Revo Premier uses a 
nickel-alloy coating 

called Nanoshield 
over a polymer stem 

and spool, which 
reduces weight and 
increases strength.

Fin-Nor  
Inshore
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NEW PRODUCTS
Here, readers will find information on the latest gear and electronics; this sec-
tion also offers manufacturers a forum for extra exposure of their products. 
When possible, SPORT FISHING editors use these products and include brief 
personal comments. The three-page column is expanded into a full seven-
page feature in the November/December issue as an ICAST trade show spe-
cial, with pages dedicated specifically to new reels, rods, lures, lines, etc. 

QUICK BITES
News, notes and nuggets from the exciting world of sport fishing. Pressing 
conservation issues, recent IGFA world-record catches, and humorous or 
even bizarre anecdotes — it’s all wrapped into this informative department.

HOW WE DO IT 
DEPARTMENT LINEUP
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LIVING WITH ETHANOL
here Are Five Ways to coexist with ethanol-Laced Gas
espite wails of protest from the marine industry, 
ethanol-laced gasoline is here to stay. What’s 
more, percentages are likely to rise in the future, 
thanks to powerful lobbying efforts by U.S. 
ethanol producers.

A case in point was a recent ruling by the federal 
Environmental Protection Agency that increases 
the allowable level of ethanol in gasoline from 
10 percent (E10) to 15 percent (E15).

That’s a big problem for boat owners, since no 
marine engine will operate reliably on anything 
over E10. In fact, the EPA agrees, and so E15 is not 
allowed for sale at fuel docks.

Yet, an estimated 90 percent of the 13 million 
registered boats in the U.S. are on trailers, and most 
of these are fueled at land-based gas stations.

What this means is that boating anglers must 
be more vigilant than ever, not only in avoiding 
gasoline containing more than 10 percent ethanol 
(such as E15 or E85 flex fuel), but also in taking 
 precautions to avoid ethanol-related complications, 
even with E10. Here’s what you can do.

better boating
J i m  H e n d r i c k s

1  c H e c k  t H e  L a b e L
If you fuel your boat at a gas station, carefully 
check labels on the pump. Station operators will 
be required to label pumps dispensing E15, but the 
Chicago-based National Marine Manufacturers 
Association has been pushing for more explicit 
labeling requirements, according to Cindy Squires, 
chief counsel for the NMMA.

“The current labeling is neither strong enough 
nor clear enough to reflect the fact that E15 
will damage marine engines and equipment,” 
says Squires.

The upshot: Never fill up with any fuel in excess 
of 10 percent ethanol. It might be the cheapest fuel 
at the station, but you will pay a high price later in 
repair costs.

2  F U e L  a t  b U s Y  o P e r a t o r s
Whether you gas up at a fuel dock or shoreside 
station, choose a busy operator. This is the best 
way to ensure the gasoline is fresh, and has not 
been sitting in storage tanks for several weeks and 

D

No marine engine 
will run reliably on 

E15 gas, so if you see 
the above label on a 
pump, avoid using it 

to fill up your boat.
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There’s a shoe or 
boot for every angling 

occasion, from the 
Columbia Drainmaker 

(top) to the Rugged 
Shark Great White 

(above). 

y first yellowfin tuna trip off Florida’s east coast 
was memorable for two reasons: First, we caught a 
bunch of fish — but I also ended up hobbling around 
on very sore feet for several days afterward.

I should’ve known better. Wearing an old pair 
of aqua socks probably wasn’t the wisest move, 
especially considering we’d be running well over 
200 miles in two- to three-foot chop aboard a 
modest 24-foot craft.

The constant pounding my feet endured taught 
me a valuable lesson — namely, the importance of 
wearing good deck shoes when fishing. This concept 
is most appropriate in the offshore arena, but 
anglers should also be mindful of wearing proper 
footwear inshore.

g e t  a  g r i p
My sore feet from that trip stemmed primarily from 
a lack of cushioning in the soles of those old aqua 
socks. But it can be argued that the most important 
feature of a fishing shoe — or any shoe, for that 
matter — is great traction.

“It’s absolutely the most important,” says 
Lee Baxter, vice president of performance products 
at Sperry Top-Sider (sperrytopsider .com). “Your 
feet are the last point of contact, and you need 
great grip and traction so you can move confidently 
around the boat. People who don’t wear boat shoes 
might be comfortable, but you really need the safety 
of a firm, secure grip.”

Sperry knows boat shoes — the company’s been 
making them since 1935. And while Baxter says the 
natural tendency among anglers might be simply 
to wear a running shoe while fishing, “those types 
of shoes generally don’t have several other impor-
tant characteristics, such as a nonmarking traction 
component.”

Nonmarking soles keep the boat deck smudge-
free, and Sperry’s new Kingfisher and SB1170 
models both offer the company’s Hydro-Grip 
rubber outsoles that grab the deck firmly with nary 
a mark left behind.

Traction was also something that AFTCO 
(guyharveysportswear .com) considered at length 

M
Deck Shoes are Serious Business for Serious anglers
GaininG TRaCTion
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fishing in harsh, cold environments 
where sloshing water is a given. Tuna 
fishing in New England comes to mind.

There’s no doubt that keeping feet 
dry with more- traditional boat shoes 
can be difficult, if not impossible. So 
the trick for manufacturers becomes 
creating an athletic-type footwear that 
can be fully immersed in water, yet dry 
quickly and remain  comfortable.

Columbia Sportswear (columbia 
.com) made huge strides in this arena in 
early 2011 with the Drainmaker, a deck 
shoe that features drainage ports that 
channel water from inside the shoe out 
through the sole.

“It had to be drainable and light-
weight, with the functionality of a 
typical boat shoe or sandal, but with the 
DNA of a running shoe as well,” says 
Eric Groff, Columbia’s senior product 
line manager for footwear. “And we 
didn’t want the water to simply run out 
of the upper. We wanted it to flush out. 
So we designed holes in the midsole on 
each lateral side. They punch all the 
way through the midsole. But it also 
has holes dropping down through the 

Rugged Shark (ruggedshark .com), 
another footwear brand that has gained 
popularity in the marine world, has also 
paid special attention to the demands 
of saltwater anglers over the years. A 
division of SG Footwear, Rugged Shark 
manufactures a special midsole into its 
boat shoes, such as the company’s iconic 
Atlantic model.

“It’s a compressed EVA midsole 
that reduces angler fatigue,” says 
Mike Wilkes, Rugged Shark’s vice 
president of sales. “We use a two-
piece construction — the EVA midsole 
attached to a rubber outsole. This is 
more expensive to produce than many 
other one-pieces, but it’s first and 
 foremost in our mind.”

H i g H  a n d  d r Y
Rugged Shark also understands that 
anglers place a premium on keeping 
their feet dry. Look no further than its 
Great White boots. This type of marine 
footwear is no doubt more commercial 
in nature than many of the more athletic 
styles, but it can be a real lifesaver when 

when designing its Guy Harvey Deck 
Tech shoe. The company even went so 
far as to create a custom-molded rubber 
outsole that wraps around the side of 
the shoe for additional grip and traction 
along the inner walls of a boat’s hull.

The Deck Tech also has drainage ports 
that channel out water from underneath 
the shoe, says Jerry Lund, AFTCO’s 
director of sourcing and development. 
“There are six of them — two on the heel, 
one in the center and three on the toe,” 
Lund says. “When you step on water, it 
directs it out the side of the shoe.”

t H e  c u S H i o n  e F F e c t
Wearing footwear that prevents 
 slippage on a deck certainly enhances 
safety, but perhaps even more impor-
tant for an angler’s long-term well-being 
is wearing shoes that offer cushioned 
support in the sole.

“You get a lot of shock in the heel and 
in the forefoot when running boats,” 
explains Baxter. “You often shift your 
body weight as you’re pounding through 
the waves, so you’ve got to have forefoot 
shock protection for the balls of the feet, 
along with protection in the heel. Some 
of those shocks can travel into the lower 
back, and that’s where people really 
have problems.”

Sperry addressed these key areas in 
2009 with the release of its ASV (anti-
shock and vibration) sole technology 
which, through a proprietary mix of 
foam materials and design, reduces 
shocks and vibrations by 40 percent, 
Baxter says. ASV technology remains 
a core feature in Sperry’s marine foot-
wear, and is incorporated into both the 
Kingfisher and SB1170 lines.
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* also available in women’s sizes and colors; WIDTH: M = medium, W = wide

MFR/MoDeL FeaTuReS SiZeS CoLoRS WiDTH MSRP

aFTCO Guy 
Harvey Deck Tech

Orthotic insoles; quick-dry nylon mesh; 
waterproof nubuck; ribbed shoelaces

8 to 13 White M $74.99 

Columbia
Drainmaker

Techlite midsole w/ drainage ports; siped, 
lugged outsole; mesh upper

8 to 15* 6 color combos 
available

M $80.00 

Columbia
Powerdrain

Mesh, TPu and EVa upper; Techlite midsole 
w/ drainage ports; siped, lugged outsole

7 to 15* 4 color combos 
available

M $95.00 

rugged Shark 
atlantic

nonmarking Shark Grip outsole; Phylon 
midsole; Crazy Horse leather construction

8 to 13 Copper; brown; 
brown w/ camo

M; W $79.99 

rugged Shark 
Great White

Waterproof; vulcanized rubber; nonmark-
ing Shark Grip outsole; padded collar

8 to 13 White; navy M $79.99 

Sebago SPS 
Force 3

Waterproof nubuck/leather design; 
Vibram slip-resistant outsole

7 to 13 White/Gray M $150.00 

Sebago SPS 
Plunge

reinforced mesh panels; padded tongue; 
Siphon water-draining system

7 to 13 Quantum Gray M $100.00 

Sperry Top-Sider 
Kingfi sher

aVS technology; anti-microbial linings; 
nonmarking rubber outsole; quick-drying

7 to 13 Gray/navy; 
White/navy

M $140.00 

Sperry Top-Sider 
SB1170

Quick-drying; aVS technology; 
 compression-molded EVa midsole

7 to 15* Gray; white M; W $90.00 

SoLe Support

Whether a men’s 
Sperry Kingfi sher 
(left) or a women’s 
Sperry SB1170 (right), 
both style and 
function are taken into 
consideration when 
designing deck shoes.

aFTCo 
Guy Harvey 
Deck Tech

Rugged Shark 
atlantic
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GAME PLAN
Designed to provide readers first-person, hands-on advice from profession-
als, Game Plan offers a broad how-to perspective on specific ways readers 
can improve their success. Based on topics generated by SPORT FISHING 
editors, Game Plan features detailed information provided by expert skip-
pers and guides from around the world.

NEW BOATS
Hands-on boat profiles give manufacturers more visibility for their new 
models while summarizing for readers the best attributes of each boat. 
Published in fixed-format style, the boat profiles feature two boats per is-
sue, detailing performance highlights, design/construction and fishability. 
In addition to the featured boats, two boat introductions are included in 
each issue.

GEAR GUIDE
This department offers unique comparisons of fishing tackle and other gear 
that anglers rely on for success in their sport, and delves into its design, con-
struction and optimal use.

FISH FACTS
The unique format of Fish Facts gives readers a chance to ask questions and 
submit photos that a panel of five professional marine biologists  answers. 
If a reader’s item is published in Fish Facts, he or she receives more than 
1,ooo yards of Berkley line.

BETTER BOATING
Designed to provide a broad range of information, this department helps the 
readers purchase/maintain/run/fish their boats more effectively and safely. 

ELECTRONICS
Electronics showcases new developments and provides insight into trends, 
applications and instruction, enabling the reader to maximize benefits of his 
equipment and make wise purchases. 

TRAVELING ANGLER
Hot reports, inside tips and offbeat news characterize this lively department 
dedicated to anglers who travel to destinations near and far in pursuit of 
great fishing.

PHOTO CONTEST
This one-page department highlights winning reader-submitted images 
from our website. Readers are encouraged to go to sportfishingmag.com.

DEPARTMENT LINEUP
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Night Moves
How Thermal and Low-Light Cameras Aid Piloting and Fishing
ew who saw the movie The Silence of the Lambs 
could ever forget the final scenes where the serial 
killer stalks FBI agent Starling through a darkened 
house with night-vision goggles. If you’re like me, 
you kept hoping the agent would somehow perceive 
the killer’s presence. Remarkably, she did. She 
survived, and we all went home relieved.

The ability to see in the dark adds a whole other 
layer of awareness. That extra benefit on the water 
might also save your life.

During the past five years, more and more 
anglers have installed infrared (thermal) and low-
light  cameras aboard their vessels. These special 
“eyes” not only help anglers navigate at night, but 
also help them see water-temperature breaks, 
currents, birds and other marine animals that might 
signal fish.

“I can see hard temperature breaks of 3 to 
5 degrees. It looks like the yellow-brick road,” 
says Capt. Bob DeCosta, who runs a 35-foot custom 
boat with a FLIR M-Series M626L thermal/
low-light camera out of Nantucket, Massachusetts 
(508-228-5074, albacorecharters .com). “You 

definitely see rips and tidal edges, and for us up here 
in the Northeast, we can see whales and birds that 
signal fish.”

H e a t  a n d  L i g H t
The use of night-vision cameras transitioned from 
military and commercial to recreational vessels as 
technology accelerated and prices began to drop — 
mostly within the past decade. FLIR Systems (flir 
.com) introduced Navigator, Voyager and M-Series 
mounted cameras followed by its handheld First 
Mate series in rapid succession.

“In 2006, we started installing thermal cameras 
in BMWs as a $2,000 option,” says Andy Teich, 
FLIR’s president. “We saw it as a useful feature 
for drivers. We used that automotive market to 
drive down the cost of thermal detectors and made 
them viable for other applications. Boating is kind 
of an ideal application for thermal imaging” — no 
 streetlights and no forward-burning lights.

Thermal imaging differs from low-light viewing 
in several ways, though DeCosta says he uses both 
functions — flipping between the two views to 

F

eLectronics
c H r i s  w o o d w a r d

even anglers in small 
boats (top) can find 
use for night-vision 

cameras such as the 
handheld FLiR First 

Mate (above).
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